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was on a genealogy website not long ago when | was

reading about an ancestor, and this line stuck out to

me: "“...the first year after his return from the army he
was able to do but litle work, as he suffered greatly from
fever and ague, which he had contracted in the service.”
Fever and ague was, af the time, the ferminology used to
describe what we now call Malaria, and the war in which
my ancestor contracted the disease was the American Civil
War. He probably was bitten by an infected mosquito
somewhere in Virginia.

Zika virus is making a lot of news lately, but mosqui-
toborne diseases are nothing new in the United States.
Malaria was com-
"Zika virus is making a Jron cisr most of fhe
country up through the
1800s, and wasn't
eradicated here unfil
1950s.
Other mosquitoborne
diseases such as West

lot of news lately, but

mosquito-borne diseases
the early

are nothing new in the

United States."

Nile Virus, and more

recently Chikungunya,
are currently carried by mosquitoes in the United States,
and can pose a serious threat to public health. Preventing

the transmission of mosquito-borne diseases, and the other
unpleasant consequences of mosquito infestation, requires
a proactive multi-pronged approach. It is important to
understand the biology of the mosquitoes involved, their
behavior, and how environmental conditions contribute to
mosquito problems.

Different diseases are transmitted by different species
of mosquitoes. These different mosquitoes, in turn, have
different ecologies and breeding habitats. For example,
the aedes aegypti mosquito, which is known to carry Zika
virus, breeds primarily in small containers. Other species
of mosquitoes, by confrast, breed in streams, ponds, and
lakes with vegetation. This has important management
implications. If the mosquitoes plaguing your neighborhood
are container breeding, like the Asian Tiger mosquito, man-
agement techniques such as freafing a pond for mosquito
larvae or stocking fish may be ineffective.

Mosquito larvae prefer shallow warmer water, and tend
to thrive in sformwater ponds. Caitails and other non-bene-
ficial shoreline vegetation can provide breeding habitat for
mosquitoes along the edges of a pond. Maintaining bene-
ficial vegetation such as pickerelweed and cardinal flower,
thowever, can help provide habitat for mosquito predators

CONTINUES ON PAGE 48
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MOSQUITOES...

PROUDLY PROVIDING from page 46.
COWUNITY ASSOCIATION native plants can also be managed

to help control erosion without creat

SERVICES ing breeding pools for mosquitoes.

Keeping a pond adequately stocked
pIng a q i

with an appropriate species of small

RBERVES fish like fathead minnows or bluegill is

the most effective means of controlling

T‘RANSITIONS any mosquitoes that may be breeding

in shallow areas. Circulating the water
g

DUE DI I l( ;ENCE with a fountain or submersed aeration

system also makes the waterbody less

SURVEYING SERVICES hospitable to algae, as does treating

the weeds and algae that can create

FOREN’SIC INSPEC’I‘IONS isolated pockets where mosquitoes

may be able to reproduce.
¥

DEIGN SPECIFICAT‘IONS With regard to Zika virus, the

offending mosquitoes utilize contain

STORMWATER MANAGEWNT ers for breeding. They are found

primarily in a swath of the southeast

1 [ 1 ~ .
emn US trom South Carolina across

to the gulf coast of Texas, but are a
g

CLIENT SATISFACTION IS OUR growing concern for areas throughout
NUMBER ONE PRIORITYY the United States. The best way to

prevent their prevalence locally is to

limit their breeding habitat. When
DW SMITH ASSOCIATES ILC possible, standing water should be

’ eliminated by clearing up litter, keep
ing gutters clean, repairing potholes,
JENNIFER NEVNS 7 LYNN VOORHEES emplying confainers and removing
732_363_5850 ® WWWDWSNH’IH.COM tire piles. Small pools that cannot

be reliably kept dry like flower pots,

bird baths, and very small stormwater

basins can be treated with a bacteria

called bacillus thurengiensis israel

ensis, commonly abbreviated as Bti

; S S —— : This bacteria produces a toxin that is
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only harmful to some insects, including
mosquitoes.

For communities, an |r1teglured mos-
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MOSQUITOES...

from page 48

/ mosquitoes at bay. Typically

such a program begins with public

education. Depending on the sp

ol mosquito in question, they may

only be active during certain times of
day. Informing the public about ways

fo avoid exposure to mosquitos and

reduce breeding habitat on their prop

erty, and promoting the use of repel

lents can help to mitigate against the
risks posed by mosquitos even before

rt

control ¢ s are implemented.

An i-'l‘»t;-r__;h?nf_-:-d a [t,-::;-r-':.\chF. fo mosquito

management also includes surveil-

lance and festing

efforts. This typically

includes the sampling

habitats for the

arvae, anc € O various T',['Jr-

ol mosquito traps to determine which
species are present and at what den
siies. Mosquito species capable of

fransmitting cerfain diseases can be

tested, and areas where the disease

ed can then be made the

priority for intensive treatment.
Even if you live in an area with low
risk of Zika or West Nile virus, mos

quitoes are a royal pain that nobody

ol \ASL " .
wants to deal with. While mosqguitoes

are an annoyance and a hazard that

we are un ?LE:-E\_.; fo remove n.:.-"|T'r'F_:|‘-),r'
from our lives, they can be mitigated
l | hey figated

aqainst by limiting and managing
g ) g gng

their breeding habitats. Implementing

a proactive and integrated manage-

ment approach that addresses al

aspects of the problem is essential to
|F_,|[I_I [;:l"l.';-f"\,""-;f'-li MOos 3 bites and

}'I{;?
th se. W
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REACH FOR THE STARS

At Executive Property Management, we are light years ahead in our
profession. For more than thirty years, we have successfully focused
on providing our customers with unrivaled value in areas of financial
consulting and reporting, customer service, cost control, technology

and integrity.

Let us guide you to a brighter tomorrow.

www.epmwebsite.com

t/732.821.3224

Executive
Property
Management

f/732.821.6565

4-08 Towne Center Drive North Brunswick, NJ 08902
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BUILDING SERVICES

Total Janitorial
and Building
Maintenance for

Condominium
& Homeowner
Associations!

* Complete Janitorial

* Carpet Cleaning

e Hard Floor Care

* Construction Clean-up
e Handyman Services

* Porter Day Service

e Day Maid Service

Our uniformed, bonded
cleaning staff is trained
and ready to help you...

We ensure the quality of their
work through close supervision
and inspections and detailed
record keeping. We adapt quickly
to changing client demands,
including finding creative ways to
reduce costs without sacrificing
service. And we are a leader in
the use of green products to help
protect the environment.

Contact us today for
a FREE consultation

-,

BUILDING SERVICES

888-876-STAR

or email Neil Betoff at
nbetoff@starbuildingservices.com




